
July 7 Chancellor's Update:  A safe approach to Fall 2020

Dear Colleagues,

Since COVID-19 reached Arizona, Pima has made many difficult decisions to protect 
the health and safety of our College community, including our rapid transition to virtual 
learning in March. While we had planned to introduce a number of hybrid courses in the 
Fall, we have now made the decision to limit them to the extent possible.

At this point, we expect to offer 3,575 total courses in the Fall; we are carefully 
balancing the mix of online, virtual and hybrid.  Classes are still scheduled to begin Aug. 
19.

Science labs, arts performance labs, and other programs that had been scheduled to be 
held in person will, for the most part, be virtual.  We will continue to hold hybrid courses 
for programs such as Aviation Technology, Nursing, Veterinary Technology, and those in 
which the hands-on component is required for accreditation, regulation and/or transfer 
reasons. 

Those hybrid courses will be subject to strict health and safety protocols, including 
mandatory temperature and health checks and use of face coverings. 

Although we know faculty and students miss the classroom environment, this was a 
necessary decision. COVID-19 cases began a significant spike in mid-June and remain 
high. Moreover, more people between 20 and 44 are affected than before, the very age 
of most of our students. 

International Students

We also received word late yesterday that international students will not be allowed to 
take a fully online course load and remain in the U.S, in a new rule issued by the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency.  We are evaluating this change in the 
federal Student and Exchange visitor’s program.  We want our international students to 
feel welcome and secure while completing their studies with Pima. In 2019-20, Pima 
enrolled 336 international students.

Fall enrollment

Enrollment for Fall is concerning.  As of today, headcount is down by nearly 24 percent, 
and seat count, the number of course enrollments, is down by 28 percent.

As I said last month, fall enrollment needs to be a priority for the entire College. Toward 
that goal, we will be reaching out to some of you to participate in a calling campaign to 
current students.  We also are planning a variety of virtual enrollment events. We 
encourage everyone who has the opportunity to work with students to help guide them 
through the registration and enrollment process.  

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/sevp-modifies-temporary-exemptions-nonimmigrant-students-taking-online-courses-during?source=email


We are pleased to report that dual enrollment is going well and we look forward to 
beginning to see those numbers in early August. We also anticipate that many students 
will make their decisions at the last minute while they watch the current situation as well 
as the decisions of other colleges and universities.

Pima is being recognized for not only valuing our students’ academic experience, but 
also for ensuring, to every extent possible, their safety and wellness.

We also can look at this experience as an opportunity to provide our students with skills 
they will need in the workforce: resilience, flexibility, adaptability, not to mention valuable 
digital skills.

I want to thank the Deans and the faculty members for continuing to adapt to our 
changing circumstances and for respecting the critical importance of limiting the spread 
of the virus, which will save lives.

We are making every effort to provide meaningful virtual services to our students and to 
assure them of the rigor and high quality of online and virtual classes.

Lee D. Lambert
Chancellor


